
 

Adult Learning Courses 
www.bl.uk/courses 
 
 
 

Study Day 
 
 
 

Genealogy in Focus 
 

 

Dates Saturday 2 September 2017 

Times 10.30–17.00 

Location Brontë Room, Knowledge Centre  

Level Beginners and those with some experience  

Class size  Maximum 50 participants  

 
 

Genealogy is now a major public trend and as more of us seek to uncover our past, the British 

Library’s unique collections can offer the perfect starting point for your research. Our study day will 

bring you together with guest specialists and our own reference experts, helping you identify the 

most relevant sources and methods for uncovering your past. 

 

Morning session  
 

10.30  Welcome; tea and coffee 
 

10:45            European Ancestors in South Asia: An Overview of Sources in the British Library 

Hedley Sutton, Reference Specialist, British Library  

Introducing one of the strongest resources within the Library’s collections, Hedley will talk 

about how to find baptismal, marriage and burial details of Europeans who were born, 

married or died in South Asia before Indian independence in 1947. He’ll also touch upon  

some of the other sources within the Library’s vast collections that contain useful biographical 

information of soldiers and administrators – from career details to the more personal.  
 

11:15  The Mists of Time: Sources for Medieval and Early Modern Genealogy 

  Dr Nick Barratt, Historian and Researcher 

Nick will provide an overview of the key sources we can use to trace medieval and early 

modern ancestors prior to the 18th century, with a summary of some of the required 

research skills and practical challenges that you’ll need. He’ll also give an overview of 

the manorial system, which affected the way most of our ancestors lived, as well as the 

records created by local and national government in which our relatives might appear. 
 

11:45  First rotation with Reference Specialists – see below 
 

12:25  Second rotation with Reference Specialists – see below  
 

13:05            Lunch Break (lunch not provided) 
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Afternoon session  

 

14:05  Third rotation with Reference Specialists – see below  
 

14:45            Fourth rotation with Reference Specialists – see below  
 

15:25  Short break; tea and coffee  
 

15:40  Fifth rotation with Reference Specialists – see below 
 

16:20  Beyond the Library: Resources in the Society of Genealogists and Elsewhere 

  Else Churchill, Genealogist, Society of Genealogy  

Else will close our event by taking us beyond the British Library’s resources, introducing 

the sources and collections made available with the major genealogical websites, and in 

the library of the Society of Genealogists.  
 

16:50  Closing remarks 

 

 
 

Rotations with Reference Specialists 
 

Reading Room Reference Specialist Meeting point 

Asian and African Studies  Hedley Sutton Asian and African Meeting Room (Level 3) 

Humanities and Sound  Ian Moore Learning Centre 2 (Lower Ground) 

Maps  Nicola Beech Learning Centre 1 (Lower Ground) 

Newsroom  Stewart Gillies BIPC Orange Room (Level 1) 

Social Sciences Suzanne Rawson Social Sciences Seminar Room (Level 1) 

 

Asian and African Studies   

Having inherited the surviving archives of the East India Company and the India Office, the Library 

holds a treasure trove of primary source material of interest to participants researching their European 

ancestry linked to South Asia. Hedley will explain how this state of affairs came about, and give 

practical guidance in tracing records of baptisms, marriages, and burials. This will involve searching 

among a number of specific Find My Past datasets, and using some of the name indexes on the open 

access shelves in the Asian and African Studies reading room. Building on this, Hedley’s session will 

also highlight a range of other sources in the collection – wills, records of service, photographs, 

private papers and so forth – which can add new dimensions to the basic details of a family tree.     
  

Humanities and Sound   

The Humanities collections hold an impressive range of material for genealogical research, with guides 

to everything from professions to the history of names – as well as guides to historic directories. Key 

resources such as the Harleian Society Registers (HLX), Burkes Peerage and Who's Who (also available 

as a database) can be used on open access. The Library’s audio-visual collections help to provide a 

richer historical background to individual research; for instance we are the public access point for the 

BBC Radio Archive, which contains news reports, documentaries, radio plays, sporting events and live 

music performances – and we hold numerous oral history collections that provide unique insights into 

different socio-historical periods. Ian will explain where to find relevant collection items on open access 

in the Humanities 1 reading room, and how to access audio-visual collection items from the Sound and 

Moving Image catalogue (SAMI). 

 

 

 

 



 

Maps 

Maps are an important yet often underused source for family history research. They offer a rich mine of 

visual information to help you illustrate the lives of your ancestors – from where they lived, went to 

school, worked and socialised, to where they were buried. Nicola will introduce you to the Library’s 

worldwide collection, and how to search for and access maps using the Library’s online catalogue. This 

will include Ordnance Survey large-scale town plans and Goad fire insurance plans, which are a source of 

business information, as well as military maps of the India Survey and War Office collections, and the 

maps of London in the Crace collection. This session will also introduce 18th and early 19th-century 

maps and views of the British Isles, Europe and the Colonies held in the King’s Topographical Collection. 
     

Newsroom   

Newspapers are a rich resource for family historians. From national stories to local notices, they carry 

details not found in more traditional sources. Newspapers can also help to provide a richer picture of 

the times and places connected with your ancestors’ lives. Stewart will explain how to access relevant 

titles from our vast collection and how to research newspapers using the resources of the Newsroom, 

the Library’s dedicated space for news research. Stewart’s session will also explore how newspaper 

digitisation is unlocking a rich seam of hidden treasures for family historians, and will include guidance 

on how to get the most out of using newspaper databases such as the British Newspaper Archive. 

This impressive and still-growing online resource currently includes over 20 million pages of 

newspapers selected from over 740 separate newspaper titles. 
 

Social Sciences    

Suzanne will introduce relevant resources held in the Social Sciences collections – from the General 

Register Office Indexes, which gives access to UK birth, marriage and death indexes from 1837 to 

present day, to various overseas births/deaths indices’ including consular births and marine deaths. 

Suzanne will also explain how to access one of the key sources in family history research – Electoral 

Registers, and how to use constituency boundary maps to find the correct the register. Only the 

British Library has the full UK electoral registers from 1862 to the present day. The Library’s 

subscription to Find My Past enables free onsite access to various collections of material beneficial to 

family history research, and this session will focus on using key record sets, including the Census from 

1841-1911 and the 1939 Register, as well birth, marriage and death indexes and older electoral 

registers from 1832-1932. 

 

 
 

External Contributors  
 

Dr Nick Barratt is an author, broadcaster and historian best known for his work on BBC’s Who Do You 

Think You Are. He is an honorary associate professor of public history at the University of Nottingham, 

and from August he will be the Acting Director of Library Services at the University of London’s Senate 

House Library, as well as a teaching fellow at the University of Dundee. His most recent publication, 

The Forgotten Spy, tells the story of his great uncle – Stalin’s first mole in Whitehall – and is working on 

The Restless Kings, which explores the reigns of Henry II, Richard I and John. He is currently the 

President of the Federation of Family History Societies and sits on the Executive Committee of the 

Community Archives and Heritage Group. 
 

Else Churchill is the Genealogist at the Society of Genealogists, London. She now leads on external 

liaison, representation and communications; the Society's education and publishing programmes as 

well as being the Society's subject specialist. Else writes regularly on genealogical matters with a 

column in Your Family History Magazine for over ten years and has acted as a genealogical 

consultant for the BBC. She is Member of TNA Advisory User Panel and Convenor of the British 

Genealogical Record Users Committee. Most recently she has supported and commented on the 

campaign to add mothers’ names to marriage certificates in England and Wales. 


